
1 

 

Grant Information 

Value Amount:  $600 

For:   Students in grades 9-11 living in the nine-county LRAC Region. 

Purpose:  To fund study in an arts discipline during the summer of 2018. 

 

Grant Writing Assistance:  

Applicants needing assistance are encouraged to contact LRAC  

during regular office hours at 218-739-5780  

After Hours text: 218-671-8552 

Application Deadline:  

Midnight, Thursday, February 1, 2018 

Review Session:   

Underwood School, Saturday, March 3, 2018 

(Rescheduled to March 10, 2018 in case of inclement weather) 

Apply Online:    

Applications are submitted online through the LRAC4.org website, 

Click on the APPLY button to start your profile and application. 

LRAC4.org 
LRAC welcomes your questions about eligibility, grant programs, and applica-

tion support for grant applications.  First time applicants are especially encour-

aged to contact the LRAC office prior to starting an application, after first re-

viewing the guidelines and application instructions. 

Lake Region Arts Council 

133 South Mill Street, Fergus Falls, MN 56537 

Phone: 218.739.5780 

Email: LRAC4@LRACgrants.org 

FUNDED BY: This Lake Region Arts Council Grant Program is funded through a  

Minnesota State Legislative appropriation and  

the Minnesota Legacy Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund. 

Revised: July 1, 2017 

2017-2018 LRAC GRANT PROGRAM (FY19) 

GRANT GUIDELINES AND APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 

ARTIST MENTOR GRANT 
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2018 (FY19) LRAC Artist Mentor Grant Program Guidelines 

 

PROGRAM GOALS 

Through a Minnesota State Legislative appropria-
tion and the Minnesota Legacy Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund , the Lake Region Arts Council is of-
fering the Artist Mentor Program for youth, grades 9
-11 who reside in the nine-county region served by 
LRAC.  

LRAC began the program in 1987 to supplement 
arts education programming in our region's high 
schools by providing selected students the oppor-
tunity to study their chosen art with a practicing, 
professional artist or participating in a workshop, 
residency program, or summer arts camp.  

The goals are to enhance the student's artistic 
creativity and skill and to promote personal 
growth. The program also helps qualified artists 
in the area by employing them as mentors. 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS 

A limited number of students currently in grades 9, 
10, and 11 attending public, private, or home 
schools and living in the region are selected for an 
arts study award valued at $600.  

The arts study may be in any arts discipline 
(including visual arts, dance, creative writing, dra-
ma, music, design, media arts, etc.).  

These awards will be made on the basis of commit-
ment and potential for artistic development . 

The region includes the counties of Becker, Clay, 
Douglas, Grant, Otter Tail, Pope, Stevens, Traverse 
and Wilkin.  

APPLICATION AND SELECTION PROCESS 

Application materials will be made available to stu-
dents in all public, private, and home schools in the 
region online on December 1, 2017.  

The application and selection process is a four-part 
process:   

1) Students should submit their online application 
through the LRAC Foundant online grant system 
by midnight, February 1, 2018.  

2) Parents/Guardians of the students should sub-
mit their signed parental consent form and me-
dia release form through DocuSign by March 1, 
2018. 

3) Complete the Arts Assignment 

4) In addition to the on-line application and  
parental consent forms, a jury consisting of arts 
educators and professional artists will review 
each student individually at the Review Session 
on Saturday morning, March 3, 2018.   
 
Inclement Weather Makeup Review Session:     
Saturday, March 10, 2018. 

TIMELINE 

 February 1, 2018 Application deadline 

 February 16, 2018 Review Session   
schedule notification and Arts Assignment 

 March 1, 2018 Deadline for signed Parental 
Agreements and Media Consent forms 

 March 3, 2018 Review Session (auditions) 

 March 9, 2018 Arts Study Award notifica-
tion 

 May 1, 2018 Mentor selection notification  

 June 1, 2018 Student/Mentor study begins 

 October 1, 2018 Student/Mentor study 
concludes 

 October 20, 2018 Artist Mentor Showcase 
Reception with student gallery and perfor-
mances 
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 The LRAC Artist Mentor award enables 
selected students in the region to study 
their chosen art with a practicing, profes-
sional artist or to participate in a work-
shop, residency program, or summer arts 
camp.  

 The value of the award is over $600.00. 
LRAC will reimburse the student up to 
$50 for materials and supplies (non-travel 
expenses). 

 The summer study session offers select-
ed students 15 hours of study with a pro-
fessional artist between June 1, 2018 and 
October 1, 2018 or will fund selected stu-
dents to attend a workshop located in Min-
nesota. 

 Students will submit a final report in the 
form of a survey and a Showcase Question-
naire after their study time is complete. 

 Students will have an opportunity to ex-
hibit or perform at an Artist Mentor Show-
case the third Saturday in October, 2018.  

I. GENERAL INFORMATION 

1I. ELIGIBILITY OF APPLICANT  

To be eligible for funding, the LRAC grant applicant must: 

1. Be a student in grades 9, 10, or 11 and attend a public, private, or home school.  

2. Be a resident of the LRAC region. The LRAC region includes the nine counties of Becker, Clay, 
Douglas, Grant, Otter Tail, Pope, Stevens, Traverse and Wilkin.  

3. Students with little or no previous formal arts training as well as students with extensive arts 
backgrounds are encouraged to apply. 

4. Submit a complete and accurate application online at www.LRAC4.org and upload all required 
supporting documents. 

5. Participate in the Review Session Event on March 3, 2018  

6. Only one application per student is accepted.  Students who have previously received an arts 
study award may not apply again in the same discipline, but may apply in a different discipline. 

Applicants not eligible for funding are: 

 A student who is a member of the immediate household of a LRAC Board Member, a LRAC em-
ployee, and those having independent contracts with LRAC are not eligible to apply.   

Program Limited Use: 

 Artist Mentor grants cannot be used for services or workshops/classes that were contracted 
for prior to the awarding of the grant.  The goal of the program is to expose each student to 
new techniques or insights.  If you have studied with an artist previously, they might not be 
considered for mentoring.   
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III. GRANT PROCESS 

2018 (FY19) LRAC Artist Mentor Grant Program Guidelines 

 

Review Session 

All students must participate in a Review Ses-
sion to be eligible for an arts study award.  

The Review Sessions will take place on Saturday 
morning, March 3, 2018.  

The Artist Mentor Program Coordinator will inform 
each applicant by February 16, 2018, of the stu-
dent’s time slot and location of the Review Session.
  

The Review Session assesses a student's motivation, 
commitment, creativity/imagination, and their cur-
rent artistic skills. Students with little or no previ-
ous formal training or education in the arts are not 
considered at a disadvantage in this process.  

The Review Session panelists are art educators, pro-
fessional artists and other individuals knowledgea-
ble in the arts.  

The Review Session will last approximately 15 
minutes for each student. Students are reviewed 
individually.  

 

The Review Session has three parts: 

1. Artwork samples:  The Review Panel will look 
at samples of your artwork or performance and dis-
cuss them with you.  

2. Arts Assignment:  The Review Panel will look at 
your response to the arts assignment and discuss it 
with you. 

3. Interview:  The Review Panel will ask you a few 
questions about yourself and the art form you want 
to study. 

Each student applicant is scored by the Review Pan-
el.  

All applicants will be notified by mail of the student 
award results, postmarked March 9, 2018, and 
award notifications will also be e-mailed on March 
9, 2018.  

In the event of inclement weather, the notifications 
will be pushed back one week to March 15, 2018. 

Application Assistance 

Applicants needing assistance are encouraged 
to contact LRAC  during regular office hours at 
218-739-5780 or after hours to 218-671-8552. 

Application Submission 

The application must be submitted to the LRAC 
Foundant online application website, by mid-
night of the deadline date, February 1, 2018. 

Submission Confirmation 

Once the application has been submitted to the 
LRAC online grant program, the applicant will 
receive an email which will be their confirma-
tion of their submitted grant application.   
The applicant should save (and print) this 
email to document their submission date and 
time. 

Work Samples  

The applicant will provide work samples as part 
of the application process. This includes: 

 Literary work samples (uploaded into the 
application only) 

 All non literary disciplines will bring their 
work samples to or perform at the Review 
Session.  

Parental Agreement and Media Release 
Forms 

The parent (or guardian) will need to return the 
signed Parental Agreement and the Media Re-
lease forms to LRAC by March 1, 2018.  The 
forms will be sent electronically through 
DocuSign after the student’s application has 
been submitted.  

Arts Assignment 

All students from all disciplines must prepare and 
present this assignment at the Review Session.   

The purpose of the Arts Assignment is to allow you 
to release your creativity and imagination.   The stu-
dent will provide a link to the Arts Assignment after 
the submission of their application. 
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Artist Mentor 

Review Session 
 

Underwood School 

100 Southern Ave. E. 

Underwood, MN  56586 

(218) 826-6104 

 

Saturday morning, March 3, 2018 
 

In the event of inclement weather, the 

session will be postponed to the 

following Saturday, March 10, 2018 

 

IV. REVIEW CRITERIA 

Ranking 

Artist Mentor Student Work Samples or 
Performance and Interview answers will be 
ranked in each of these categories: 

1) Skills/Proficiency  
(Work Samples and Arts Assignment) 

2) Imagination/Creativity 
(Arts Assignment) 

3) Commitment/Attitude 
(Application, Work Sample,   
Arts Assignment and Interview) 

V. MENTORS 

Qualified Mentors  

Qualified Mentors will be actively sought and 
screened by the Lake Region Arts Council to 
match the needs of the students.  

They will be chosen on the basis of their profes-
sionalism and their ability to work with high 
school age students.  

Every effort will be made to select mentors from a 
geographic area as near as possible to the stu-
dent's home.  

Mentors, students, and parents will meet together 
before the study begins to plan goals and a sched-
ule.  Study Plan meetings need to take place be-
tween May 1 and May 31, 2018.  

Signed Study Plan Contracts need to be submit-
ted by the mentors to LRAC by June 1, 2018. The 
arts study will take place from June 1 through Oc-
tober 1, 2018.  

The study concludes with an Artist Showcase Re-
ception to honor the student’s study in the arts. 
The showcase is open to the public and is attend-
ed by family, friends and mentors.  The tentative 
showcase date will be October 20, 2018. 

Note:  In order to be eligible for the LRAC Artist 

Mentor program, the student must submit a  

complete application.   

This includes: 

1. Submitted online application 

2. Signed and dated Parental Agreement and  

Media Release forms 

3. Complete Arts Assignment 

4. Participation in the Review Session with  

Work Samples and Arts Assignment. 
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VI. GRANT PAYMENT & FINAL REPORT 

Grant Payment Deadlines and Deadline 

Mentors  

Mentors will receive $600 for payment. 

1) First Payment Deadline: June 01, 2018 
Mentors will receive 50% payment ($300) 
upon completion of :  
1) orientation meeting with the student and 
parent to develop a summer contact sched-
ule and study plan, and   
2) obtaining signatures from the student 
and parent on the study plan contract form 
as provided by LRAC and submitting form to 
LRAC. 

2) Second Payment Deadline: October 1, 
2018  
Mentors will receive final 50% payment 
($300) upon completion of 15 hours one-on-
one with the student and submitting a final 
report.  

No Second Payment will be made to the  
Mentor if the 15 hours are not completed 
and the final report isn’t submitted on 
time to LRAC. 

Mentor Final Report 

At the end of 15 hours, mentors will complete a 
final report based on the ‘scope’ of activities 
listed in the study plan contract. The final 
report will ask you to rate how well they 
and their student were able to achieve theirr 
objectives. 

Mentors will also be asked some questions to 
describe their personal experience with the 
program. 

Contact hours, location, and optional session 
comments will be reported. 

Workshops and Summer Camps  

Workshops and Summer Camps will be paid 
up to $600 upon receipt of a direct invoice 
from the workshop or summer camp  to 
Lake Region Arts Council.   

Lake Region Arts Council does not remit pay-
ment in the form of reimbursement to 
parents or students for the cost of the 
workshop.   

All payments for workshops or summer camps 
will be made directly to the institution upon 
the receipt of an invoice naming Lake Re-
gion Arts Council as the purchaser.   

Student Reimbursement 

Students will receive a one-time reimburse-
ment for up to $50 for supplies required to 
complete the work.  Travel expenses are not 
eligible for reimbursement. 

Deadline: October 1, 2018  
Upon the receipt of a student final report 
and Artist Mentor Showcase Questionnaire, 
students may submit a request for reim-
bursement including receipts for up to $50 
for non-travel expenses for art study mate-
rials or supplies.  

Student Final Report 

Students will complete a final report about 
their experience.   

Students will complete the Showcase question-
naire by October 1st in preparation for the 
Showcase on October 20, 2018. 
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Contract 

The mentor, student, and parent will meet 
between May 1 and May 31, 2018 to identi-
fy the goals of the mentorship and to chart 
a summer schedule to meet for a total of 15 
hours before October 1, 2018.  A contract 
will be provided to the mentor.    
All three parties will need to sign the con-
tract and return it to LRAC by May 31, 
2018. 

 

Transportation, Accompanist Fees,  
Materials and Supplies 

Parents will be responsible for all transpor-
tation, accompanist fees (if any) and any 
costs for materials or supplies above the 
$50 student reimbursement. 

 

Reports 

Mentors will submit a final report form to 
LRAC by October 1, 2018 in order to receive 
their final payment.   

Upon the completion of their mentorship,  
Students submit their final report and “Artist 
Mentor Showcase Questionnaire” by October 
1, 2018.    

VII. GRANT RECIPIENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Artist Mentor Showcase 

It is expected that students will participate in 
the Artist Mentor Showcase.  Mentors are not 
required to attend, but are encouraged to 
attend the event.  

For performing artists who incur an accom-
panist fee, the fee will be the sole responsi-
bility of the student and parent. 

Student artwork to be exhibited will be de-
livered 30 minutes prior to the start of the 
event and removed upon the conclusion of 
the event. 


